Light Gray Kitchen Cabinet Paint Planning Checklist

Planning your light gray kitchen cabinet makeover? This checklist will guide
you through each key decision—from choosing the perfect shade to
selecting a durable finish—so your cabinets look beautiful for years to
come.

. Define the Mood of Your Kitchen
Do you want your kitchen to feel cozy and warm or fresh and airy?

Y

Warm grays (with brown or taupe undertones) work well for inviting,
lived-in spaces.

Cool grays (with blue or green undertones) create a crisp, modern look.

2. Test Swatches in Your Actual Lighting

e Paint looks very different under natural, fluorescent, and warm bulb
lighting.

e Place swatches on multiple walls and check them at different times of
day.

e Tools like Samplize peel-and-stick samples make this step easy and
mess-free.

3. Choose the Right Finish

e Satin: A soft sheen that hides minor imperfections. Great for a classic
kitchen look.

e Semi-Gloss: More durable and easier to clean. Best for high-traffic
kitchens or homes with kids.

e Matte or Flat: Not typically recommended for cabinets due to limited
washability.



4. Pick Complementary Hardware and Fixtures

Brushed nickel and matte black hardware pair beautifully with both
warm and cool grays.

Consider countertop finishes—grays with veining (like quartz or marble)
work especially well with light gray cabinets.

5. Prime Before You Paint

e Use a bonding primer if your cabinets are laminate or have a factory
finish.

e Don’t skip this step—it helps paint adhere evenly and last longer.

e Recommended: The Best Primer For Your Kitchen Cabinet

6. Choose a Cabinet-Grade Paint

e Benjamin Moore Advance is a favorite for a reason—it self-levels for a
smooth, professional look.

e Make sure the paint you choose is formulated for doors, trim, or
cabinetry to prevent peeling or streaks.

7. Do a Sample Door First

Before committing to a full kitchen, test your chosen color and finish on
a single cabinet door.

Check how it looks with your lighting, flooring, and counters.
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